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Our Mission

The UNM Anderson Parker Center for Family Business 

provides a forum that addresses critical challenges 

unique to family businesses. We provide resources 

proven to help our community of New Mexico family-run 

enterprises succeed now and for generations to come.



Guest Speaker

Jon has been an entrepreneur 

since he was a boy when, in third 

grade, he bought toys wholesale 

and sold them to classmates. By 

middle school, he was first chair 

in math in Detroit Country Day 

School. Jon attended Alma College 

for a year and a half and failed 

English 101 three times. It was at St. 

John’s College in Annapolis that he began to learn the value of different 

opinions and the benefits that come from open honest discussion. Jon’s 

restaurant career began in 1978 with the purchase of New York Pizza 

with partner William Scott. They started with one employee and no 

restaurant management degrees or experience. Today Dion’s has over 

1,500 employees and 23 stores. Dion’s sales have increased every year. 

Dion’s has won the NM Business in Ethics award. Two years in a row, 

Dion’s has been ranked as a top-five quick-service restaurant in the 

nation based on overall experience by Sandelman and Associates. Jon 

was CEO for 35 years and continues today as Chairman of the Board and 

CFO. Jon lives in Corrales, NM, is married, and has four sons.

He was also a founding board member of ACCION New Mexico, a 

nonprofit that lends to small startup companies. Jon has been a Vistage 

Chair since 2009 and has participated in multiple personal development 

and facilitator training programs.

Jon is currently on the Board of IFFA, which includes the Santa Fe folk 

Art Market and provides opportunities for entrepreneurs around the 

world. Jon is also serves as a founding Board member for MrOwl, an 

internet startup that helps people organize and search the internet.

This Evening’s Program

Welcome and Introductions 
James M. Parker 

DINNER 

Speaker Introductions 
Thomas Gordon Parr

Speaker 
Jon Patten, Founder of Dion’s Pizza

How to survive and thrive: 
Taking your family business to the next stage

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Don’t miss the 2017 Symposium with keynote 

speaker Dennis T. Jaffe, Ph.D.!

October 20, 2017 • Sandia Resort & Casino 

JON PATTEN


